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To ensure that students with diverse needs and/or disabilities attending Bethlehem Tertiary Institute

PURPOSE L . .
(BTI) are supported to access resources that enable full participation in their academic study.

BACKGROUND

New Zealand Bill of Human Rights Act 1993 legally established that people with disabilities cannot be
discriminated against by tertiary education providers. The Ministry of Social Development published
the New Zealand Disability Strategy 2016 — 2026, with the vision of New Zealand being a place of
equal opportunity for people with disabilities to achieve their goals and aspirations. The Tertiary
Education Commission expects all tertiary organisations to provide support to ensure students with
disabilities succeed in tertiary education. The Pastoral Care of Domestic Tertiary Students Code of
Practice states that the learning environment is inclusive of all students irrespective of their ability or
disability. Kia Orite: The New Zealand Code of Practice of and Inclusive Tertiary Education
Environment for Students with Impairments provides best practice standards and examples for
institutes to meet their obligations to students with disabilities.

The legislation directing this policy includes:

e Human Rights Act 1993,
ss 57-60 New Zealand
Disability Strategy
Tertiary Education
Commission

e Pastoral Care of Domestic Tertiary Students Interim Code of Practice 2019

e Kia Orite

DEFINITION
For the purpose of this policy, ‘diverse needs’ and ‘disabilities’ means and includes: formally and/or
medically diagnosed disabilities or learning needs that affect a student’s ability to engage with
academic study.

1 General Principle

BTI endeavours to ensure that the right to inclusion and engagement with academic study of
each individual student is upheld.

BTI recognises that:
a) every person is uniquely created by God;

b) no two individuals are the same, therefore each person’s learning needs/disabilities will
be specific to them and their circumstances.

2 Scope

BTI desires to support every student to reach their full potential in their academic study. BTI
offers support through a Diverse Needs Coordinator whose role is to work alongside individual
students to access internal and external resources specific to their uniqgue academic needs.


http://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0082/latest/DLM304212.html?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Human%2BRights%2BAct%2B1993_resel_25_a&amp;p=1%2f
http://legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0082/latest/DLM304212.html?search=ts_act%40bill%40regulation%40deemedreg_Human%2BRights%2BAct%2B1993_resel_25_a&amp;p=1%2f
https://www.odi.govt.nz/nz-disability-strategy/about-the-strategy/new-zealand-disability-strategy-2016-2026/read-the-new-disability-strategy/
https://www.odi.govt.nz/nz-disability-strategy/about-the-strategy/new-zealand-disability-strategy-2016-2026/read-the-new-disability-strategy/
https://www.tec.govt.nz/
https://www.tec.govt.nz/
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/Providers-and-partners/Domestic-Code-of-Practice/Interim-Code-of-Practice-English.pdf
https://www.achieve.org.nz/resources/kia-orite-code-of-practice/

3 Policy Process

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Upon enrolment a student will identify within the BTI Application Form if they have a
diverse need and/or disability that may affect their engagement with academic study.

A meeting between the Diverse Needs Coordinator and student will take place in
parallel with the enrolment process to identify areas of need, potential internal and
external resources that could support the student’s engagement in academic study.

The Diverse Needs Coordinator will regularly consult with the student as to the
effectiveness of engaged resources and assist with gaining further support if
required.

If a student or course educator identifies that a student may have diverse needs
and/or disabilities that are impacting their academic study, the Diverse Needs
Coordinator can be approached to offer support to the student with the above
process of steps 2 & 3.

In the event that the student and/or course educator request a meeting relating to
the student’s academic study, the Diverse Needs Coordinator will offer to attend.



